During the Renaissance, wealth meant
quurrying Tuscan marble and curting it
acrves the Alps to be chiseled into columns
for the front p-mﬂ-l;ultw:summa nmﬂ:&rwf
self<tmportance than practicality, and it di
n't take a mtional 1 bong; 0 commis-

SO0 A oTe allermative - in
words, fke it The faux (literally translat-
o “fake”) style af the Renndsanoe, like tody,
becaame much more popolar than the read
thiri

P in vogoe, it is practical, and it books
just ns good as - and sometimes even bet-
ter than - the real thing

“Ib finish a wallin G style imvobves mi-
ing glazes, paint and plaster in layers over
a base coat to create sy number of lextures
and effects” explains painter Mark Williums
of Chatean de Fae “The technicques and
effects are endless”

One of the more popular techn is
knowm as Trompe 1'ﬂ oF “trick Uﬁf
Wilkisumes savs many people ance afraid to use
dlark paints and colors + they hone
been fold it makes a room ook smaller

"By using the Trompe J'oeil tlark
Iﬂhlﬁmdrm-:dummJ;-rmmﬁEﬂ il
gion, e savs "ﬂiﬁﬁ"n]}pml to be three-

Aftordable, stylish faux is the way to go

demensional, thus malding a room kok larg-
erordeeper than it s t's more, the ims-
agery is extremely realistic”

He has recreatod ancient maps, beveled
cvilings, angedic fiesoos, windmws with out-
door scenes, Italian verandas, wod miches
with wine bottles so realistically tucked on
its shehves one might reach foe them.

Oither mL'thﬂu:I.;E:‘:‘rhi- ;-?Thnﬂ several
tinded plaws into plaster to being cul its nat-
ural beauty, or “burnishing” Venetian plas-
ter bo a high gloss by it with a steel
tronwed unal it shines, “Fugsgring ™ brings about
o mottled or wall o “stippling” is
used to replicate a leathery textune; and

g wsessn brush or doth towipe
waler over a basecoat or eolor-tinted glooe
to soften or wish out the color undemeath.

Wiltinms has recrested mamy surface tee- — hide

turs nsing faux finkh: oacked stone,
brick, wood grin, metals, marble and gon-
fte to name & few, but be also paints mo-
rals.

“1 paimit by ey vmilisss someonie has & pic-
ture they want recreated.” he says. 1 rrely
tese o stencll and 1 mbony own ol bases and
paints”

Rendistic-Jonking maurals work best in the
bckhuter areas of vour home ke hallways,
corridors and bandings. They are also very
popsdar in childrens rooms.

Cince the walls and cellings are o fin-
ished, Cindy Kelley, window design con-
suftant at Drapery Wordd Designs in Big

Cove, sugyests utiliming ackditional Gu style
amenshiss

“Finuex oo blincks and shastiers are mvail-
ahle in white and true wood grain textures
and come in the standard 2-inch and 2 1/2-
inch siacs. They are resilient in high hu-
midity; they do not fade, warp, or tumn yel-
bow and they repel dust” she expluins
“Humter Douglas ciurries an mn:i;rj::;-ﬁlh:ul'
exestomm vertical blinds in fuux textures that,
when cosed, looks hilke a wall”™

Available in bambeoo, differcat shades of
mmiarble, viurieus wallpaper techures and e
a shiny aluminum, fanx verticals are not
rruchie jusst for windows and doors. Theycan
icke cubbiess, sepormte pooms, and serve sim-
ply a5 diécor,

Hnd Moore, owner of Dvapery Wordd De-
signs, belirves customens ane well served by
maary fwce-style hardvare products Bke cue-
bint pocks, poles and fimials

*Mnde from resins, they can look like
metnd, wiaodl, iroe, or antiques, md they come
in broowe, crackle and a varety of other fin-
ishes” he says. “We have many fux fabrics
that book and foel mﬁwmdnlmﬂu. fiur,
uphalster fumiture and hesdboards; cover
p!]iw.! and otlomans; or custom make
drapes and shower curtains”

Fintishing any voom in yvour home utiliz-

They cun b ised to o

[ P T PR —

At the home of Jim King, the masic rFeom

features faux design, incloding an
AP,

GOOT "G YR VRDRIN "Se] SiRAEIUNH UL " UNEW TRDEsUDay VEH20Y IOIEPIY Bl &

ing fanx is stydish, sensible, alfordable and
it still happening four hundred vears after

it first becaunne
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are five remodeling solutions de-
mmtprmrﬁm:ﬂmmdmnﬂllt;.
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“The kitchen is the most
gruded room in the house.” uﬁ.lclmﬂlm,
Fmdmldﬁmﬂmnlmm&]:b
role in that™
kitchin renovation - to com-
mﬂhcﬂmﬂmwmlﬂm
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mru,mdhn:hmﬂuhm“wmﬂs
be Ii batchen spaoe.”

Repiacing old eountertops and cabinets

a good start, but don't forget the detadls.

“Muake mre electrical outhets are strate-

imcally Hyimanas, H/MUBA
Houscpitality. “Tnchude
appliance lifts in the base cab-
inbets that pull oart when needed”
MeDiwid adds, “They muke microwaves
&« thait e be pusheed into a disvser rather than

e T O VORET Coumber DS o Tt -
o in your cabinet spooe”
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Knock out walls

I vou hanve to walk two doors
mmmm:mgnx_i}nﬁmmmﬂw
swit Hu?a-H}'nﬂ:h. i e
and out the dmlnthnpuhnuudwrd.
then tear it out.

o the wall with strulegically-
placed columns or a mised eat-in bar that
allows conversabion o flow into the dining

mren. Made sure youl have poom to move -

ot doesny't show” e sy

"H:l.llpircm thene wias ever iowall thene™

Haruld Ehumplnn. pn:.'udnn of Cham-

mm Remodeling 8 Construction in
has o altermative: “Leaving an

hesder often wdds a mﬂlm:rmwy

i 4 P

Prepare for the future

Mo one likes to think about age
a climb up stairs or ability r.r.rhﬂ:hn
qlmtt.htﬂ:nr“ﬂmd'_mm]m:m
your home long enough
‘Ill.m'lwmnlﬂhwt older,
s Cham “Somietimes a i
or phivzsical cxmpses i charige i vour

home an EneT-
. sy e
nhﬁdwmunmnmm
arid installing an elevator may even become
DeceEsAry
@lduﬂﬂﬂnuﬂmﬂﬂmﬁlﬂmm
i vour VO

ﬂ don’t want to
move_{x ) the master bath and ns-
ter suite with wider doorw 5 replace the
Exsthitaly with o walke-in, showerwith
safety milings; remodel the latchen so you
mwwmmm
wvare, e entryways in and out
n!'}'llrr'l'.turrmlw dirivewsy, -
port, or vard.”

by

Ehon i 2 Joey ehenent to

Rl e oo o g

ex- 15 always returned to that . yOR1 aren't
ing about trying to fid it

She pcq:letnﬁrﬂmuhi[kr

u.rr-ti:l'murr,-a:-;- their hexis-

ﬂm‘t—&nk erifl al an uﬂlm

hmwa-nm:mﬂ:l.urq lEEIiBi.rI.W'.I.I‘I.—
dow seat with cushions,” she says, “Thke old
dirowers, fill them with tovs; and tuck them
unckerneath the bed. T a theow over o fil-
kg embaret mrc vse it ms an end table”

modeling? Here are five top suggestions

Upgrade for efficiency, green iving

If un‘hmmmsﬂmdmﬁ:d;umm
to e im0l
of the Lk w il

sk o
Projecks Vo o0 ki
o~ E"I':ﬂk i o d.nselh
EAVE. attempt o ina
mmu&rhﬂﬂi:lﬁﬂmﬂHML
you will have to insalate. Bven if the rest ol
the walls are insulated, the addition of a
roomn without will negats the energy efficien-
oy of the eotine stroctume”
a'hnﬂ!lﬂ'ume'lhummrllﬁmnlnﬂ

n build-
cm-%:nme tockny: MnE house has hittle
chanee of Tving up to those standards.
“Won-ineulated walks and drafty windows
are the source of the highest energy loss in
a house,” he smvs

“Put vouur lights on tmers and use ence-

gy efhicient - Hyviman Caalk
nﬂuidnulnm-imi:];m windows
and doars.”

“Thie Ienstings and air system, unless up-
dlated in the past 30 yers, will need chean-

ing, adds
mbing, Ifyou can afford 1o

Check the
replace yoner obd gabvanesd pipes, itwill help




Survive summer heat with backyard oasis

If heat: holds you hostage indoors every
mmmﬁgwmrhﬂ‘_
i a besson in desert sunvival, consider ore-
aling a cooler spot.

Hire a landscaper

A landseaper will drmw up a plan based
aroumd your pesds,

“Will you be entertaining? Do you want
a private sanctuary? Isite Tour thi= ks

o play? ashs Mike Jones, owner of
Artscapes. “Will vou be: barbecuing or cat-
ing outdoors a bot? Do vou want to attrct
butterflies and hismminghinds or remain
eritter-free? Do you want to show off exnt-
b plants or grow a prochactive vepetable wd
@:Enkﬂ?’l‘lmw imyportant questions
to

Focus on building a foundation on which
everything clse relies.

A good landscaper will make sure your
urigation system doesnt over-water, a
oommon mistake,” Jones sy “Grade the
gronind so it dmdne sway from the house. IF
ol have ares where water collects, redi-
rect the runoff”

Chaoose your plants cufiully, Ifyour space
s Large enough, Jones suggrests addding walk-
g paths that direct your steps to the most
uinﬁllur:muc

“If you plant an exotic tree not. native to

North Alabama, and vou have a bot imvest-
ed in its flourishing, highlight it with lishts
af build up its hed 1o give it power” he says.

“Remember when you 3ok
for it to grow; he says. “It will look sparse
when planited but in 6-8 weeks in the right
envirorment, your plants will bungeon. 1
they don't heve room, these undementh will
be overtaken and die”

Create a watering hole

There wre 1 ' chasces for e i
uxﬂt:ﬁ waler “ﬂi}m With v:ilﬂu:ln_u-.,n:ln“?n-
ground swimming pool may be a logi
choice, but the maintenance and u
migan itk not the best choiee for the oom-
e —

Chris E sl at Ameders
Pool Company, finds empty nesters and
young cotrples pet more tse Imu;ﬁ
Spas come i many sizes, shipes
stylmdrpm:hngmhmmu:_hm:_m
have;” e says. “The only requirerment s s
foundation and an electrical source. If yvou
cho ot huvve a deck, todig's spas come with
(their) own ing in many al]“im
phenity of wonal space, affer
waler frstures like o waterfall, and indude
remote controls with presets for water tem-

; Edwards suggests installing acsthetic
lighting and upgrading the jets

plant, lesve oom b

"Hot tubs are w rood, 80 they can sit
ol in the weather, and they come with oomv-
ers soyou don't hwve towormy shout tree de-
risi," he saqys.

Ifyou want less intenaction and maore ef-
fict, consider a fountain, wishing well ora
fishpond. Miost have self-contained water-
ing and filtration systems.

“When you ereate an ecosysten inyour
by, bee preponed for wildlifis to flock
to that system,” Jones warns. “This includes
soquirrels, siakes, mocoons, s
in wesoctment of birds and lzands. Many
pensple are nit. prepaned for that”

Install a privacy fence

Your've got bots ol fencing choices, with dif-
ferent materils svailuble: solid tongoe and
groove “DeckLok”™ pisces for the DIV
crowtl; board-on-board slat fencing fitted
at customizable widthes; affordable vimg re-

Bill Roberts, owfier of Tennessee
Fence in Huntsvilke, sms wood is still the
best baug for your buck, though it requires
st manienande,

Bamboo fencing material isn't as
u:a]umiriunnrnm.albmhuitsphudj-
'riﬂih;ﬁ;ﬂ:“lﬂl;i butr or & grrden.

“By e most attractive fencing option
for buyers today is powder-coated alu-

minum with omamental enhancements”
Roberts sgys. The coating doesn't rust and

ialmghﬁn;%mxmh:ﬂ.tﬂiﬂ.ﬁn-
b, belby-pickert or add any nazmber of other
mietal embelhshments” i
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Control the insects
Yo chon't waunt mosquitoes, jrrats and fies
on the premises. Scott Bumbarger, gener- 3
al nuwnager of Huntsvilkes MosquitoNix, - =
gests installing & mosquito and insect con-
trol misting system, 7
Customizd to your busdscaping, the sys- g‘
temis Flly sstomated technicque uses near-
ly lnvisible novsdes placed every 10-12 feet £
alony the fince-line, on the ewes of your i
hoame and in the trees, ﬁ:ﬂTnh‘l,giIurimE-g
ter around your grrden spot. e
'ﬂﬁ«mﬁﬂﬂmﬁnﬁﬂ@tﬁwﬂ
inaites: all fying insects within the area.”savs &
Bumbarger “The pesticide is made from S

- chrysanthemums and stored safedy in a 5§

locked container in yoor gamge”

Mmdhgmﬁunlhumﬂvqﬂe::i
consickered “preen” and emvironmentally

A goodoutdoor drsigner canbuild avir- 5
bual in-home vacation spot,” Edwards says. ™
“Outedoor fireplaces, fix brick walls, acs-
thetic lighting, and even outdoor kitchens
with marble or granite countertops”



